would be repeated.
She was not a tender mother in childhood, when
indeed she saw little of Honore, as she left him out
at nurse till he was four years old, and sent him to
school when he was  eight; but later  on in all
practical matters she did her best for him, lending
him money when he was in difficulties, and looking
after his business affairs when he was away from
Paris.     She was  evidently  easily  offended,  and
rather absurdly tenacious of her maternal dignity ;
so that sometimes the deference and submission of
the great writer are surprising and rather touching.
On the other hand it must be remembered that
Honore made great demands on his friends, that
they were expected to accord continual sympathy
and admiration, to be perfectly tactful in their
criticisms, and were only very occasionally allowed
to   give   advice.      Therefore his   opinion  of his
mother's   coldness   may   have  sprung   from   her
failure   to   answer   to   the   requirements   of  his
peculiar   code of affection,   and   not   from   any
real want of love on her part.
Certainly her severity in his youth had the effect of concentrating the whole devotion of Honore"s childish heart on Laure, the cara sorella of his later years. She was a writer, the author of " Le
